
All up and down the Charles, great things are in the works...

W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  I N  T H E  C H A R L E S  R I V E R  P A R K L A N D S ?

SWIMMING IN THE CHARLES 

In 1995, the federal Environmental Protection Agency  (EPA) under
John de Villars unilaterally declared that the Charles River would be
swimmable by 2005. To further this historic objective, the Conservancy
has begun collaboration with the long-time steward of the river, the
Charles River Watershed Association. 

NEW RIVER CROSSING

The Massachusetts Water Resource
Authority (MWRA) has undertaken a
study to determine the best way to
position an aqueduct across the river
between North Beacon Street and
Galen Street. Bicyclists and the
Conservancy are advocating for
combining this effort with a new
pedestrian bridge, which would offer
more options for crossing the river
for walkers and runners, as well as
bicycle riders. 

SWIMMING IN THE CHARLES 

In 1995, John de Villars, the regional administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), announced the campaign to aim for “a
swimmable Charles by 2005.” To prepare for this landmark date, the
Conservancy has begun collaboration with the long-time steward of the
river, the Charles River Watershed Association. 

HELL’S HALF-ACRE –
INVASIVES CONTROL

After review and with the approval
of the Cambridge Conservation
Commission, Conservancy
Volunteers have begun the work
of reducing a number of invasive

species, including
black swallowart and
garlic mustard.
SummerBridge
Cambridge students
began the work this
summer, opening the
way for other young
people who will have
a chance to actively
learn about landscape
restoration and
improvement.
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NEW RIVER CROSSING

The Massachusetts Water Resource
Authority (MWRA) has undertaken
a study to determine the best way
to position an aqueduct across the
river between North Beacon Street
and Galen Street. Bicyclists and the
Conservancy are advocating for
combining this effort with a new
pedestrian bridge, offering cyclists,
runners and walkers another option
for crossing the river.

NEWTON/WATERTOWN
RIVERPATH

Up river from the Galen
Street Bridge, a new multi-
use pathway is under con-
struction on the southern
shore. The moving force
behind this great addition to
the Parklands is Dan Driscoll
of the DCR (formerly MDC). 

GALEN
STREET
BRIDGE

NORTH BEACON
STREET BRIDGE

ARSENAL 
STREET 
BRIDGE

ELIOT
BRIDGE

LARZ 
ANDERSON

BRIDGE

WATERTOWN 
YACHT CLUB

The Department of
Conservation and
Recreation, (formerly
the MDC), has
decided to purchase
the Watertown Yacht
Club parcel for
$1,000. A draft of the
new lease includes
a continuous public
path along the
water’s edge and
other public access
requirements.
The club’s current
user fee of $1,500
per year is being
reviewed.

HERTER PARK WEST

Until September this former
maintenance yard was overgrown
and littered with piles of concrete
and metal debris and cut off
from the Parklands by a decrepit
chain link fence. Thanks to a
generous donor, and expedited
permitting by the state, the
Conservancy was able to hire
Boger Construction to make this
space safe and accessible. At no
cost to the public, several acres
of greenspace have been added
to the Parklands.
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WEEKS AND ANDERSON BRIDGES

On the evening of May 2nd the Conservancy illuminated bridges connecting
Cambridge and Allston/Brighton for the second time. A festival of dance and song
celebrated the Parklands’ awakening from winter. A separate but no less important
objective of the event was to highlight the architectural significance of the bridges
and to see that they are permanently lit at night. Such is the tradition in European
river cities, many of whose
bridges do not rival those
across the Charles.

MEMORIAL DRIVE
IMPROVEMENTS

Substantial work from the
Longfellow to the BU Bridge
begins to show how enlarged
greenspace and elimination
of crowded parking enhances
views of the water across to
the Back Bay. New additional
Parklands will also include a
separate bike path. A widened
pathway under the Longfellow
Bridge also increases the
safety for all users.

WEEKS
FOOTBRIDGE

WESTERN
AVENUE
BRIDGE

RIVER 
STREET
BRIDGE

BU BRIDGE
RAILROAD BRIDGE

HARVARD BRIDGE

LONGFELLOW
BRIDGE

CRAGIE
BRIDGE

SCIENCE
MUSEUM

ZAKIM-BUNKER
HILL BRIDGE

RIVER STREET CROSSING

With the help of many from
the bicycling community,
Conservancy Volunteers
have surveyed pathways
along the river on four
different days. A particular
focus of the work has
been on conflicts between
cars and pedestrians at
crossing points. In addition to the
onsite survey, pathway users are
encouraged to respond to an on-line
version of the survey at
www.charlesriverconservancy.org.

EROSION CONTROL

As part of the Conservancy Volunteers program,
many areas along the Esplanade have been stabilized
with new loam and erosion-control fabric. They are
then seeded, restoring sections of the Parklands
subject to particularly heavy use.

ESPLANADE INNOVATIONS

Thanks to the efforts of the Esplanade Association there is
now a new dock at Gloucester Street, allowing better access to
the water. The Storrow Lagoon now hosts regular model sailing
events. Under the auspices of the MSPCA, a “Geesepeace”
program has successfully reduced the goose population.

PARKLANDS – HARBOR
CONNECTIONS

With mitigation funding from the
Big Dig, parks are being created
both on the Cambridge and
Boston shores of the New Basin
area. Greenspace, pathways
and new pedestrian bridges
over the railroad tracks will link
the Esplanades with the Harbor
and the Kennedy Greenway.

SKATEPARK

As an enhancement to the new
Parklands under construction around
the base of the Zakim-Bunker Hill
Bridge, the Conservancy is vigorously
working to develop a world class
skatepark. Input from young athletes
is being gathered in Conservancy-
sponsored public meetings while
funding for design and implementa-

tion is being sought (See page 8 for more).
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Want to learn more? Go to: www.charlesriverconservancy.org
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?
?

For whom is the Eliot Bridge near Herter Park named? 
It’s named for a father and son – Charles W. Eliot, the elder, was
a Harvard president; Charles, the son, was the driving force behind the
creation of the Charles River Parklands.

Do you have a copy of...
Inventing the Charles River by Karl Haglund

You’ll enjoy this award-winning epic history of the
Charles River and its Parklands. Published by the 
MIT Press in association with the Charles River 
Conservancy. Available at bookstores everywhere.

www.charlesriverconservancy.org

Support the 

Charles River Conservancy!

join online at:

www.charlesriverconservancy.org

photo courtesy 
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HARVARD’S
EXPANSION
INTO ALLSTON-
BRIGHTON

As part of a substantial
purchase of rail yard
land and surrounding
property totaling over
200 acres, Harvard
University is funding
a major traffic study
on the south shore
of the river. This offers
the opportunity to
introduce public
transportation into
the mix, reduce traffic
along the river, and
widen the Parklands. 
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Jibben and Chin-Cheng Nee • Kevin
Neijstrom • Brian Nelson • Rachel Neuwirth
Stephen Newark • Dewey Nichols • Herbert
Nolan • Lawrence Noonan • Bob O’Brien
Tim O’Connell • Stephen O’Reilly • Danielle
Pactovis • Daniel Pannessi • Christina Penna
Theresa Perez • Eve Perkins • Sean Pontani
Eric Potts and Emily Martin • Devaka
Premawardhana • Sandra Procopio
Jennifer Provencher • Charles Psoinos
Nancy Pullen • John Quatrale • Rebecca L.
Ramsay • Elizabeth Reed • Jennifer Regan
Tiffany Reiter • Chris Richards • Laura
Richter • Katherine Riester • Dorilona Rose

and Michael Kay • Robert and Susan
Rosenberg • Stanley Rosenberg • Jessica
Ross • Alex Rothmeier • Josh Rothschild
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WATERTOWN PARKLANDS

Since the Watertown Conservation
Commission approved the
maintenance
plan in the
spring of
this year,
Conservancy
Volunteers
have worked between Watertown
Square and Grove Street several
times. Watertown Public Works
Department trucks helped pick up
brush in support of the volunteers.
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