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There at the Beginning

Charles River Conservancy

- n 2000, urban
planner Renata von
Tscharner founded
the Charles River
Conservancy to
make the state-
owned Charles
River Parklands
more attractive,
active and accessible
to diverse popula-
tions. The Boston
Foundation made a
grant of $25,000 to
support the development of the Conservancy, which offers educa-
tional programs for students as young as seven to learn about the
parklands and their ecosystem. The Conservancy’s volunteer
initiative brings some 2,000 people to work along the river every
year—and now plans are proceeding to build a 40,000 square foot
skatepark in East Cambridge under the Zakim Bridge on the

Charles River.

This series is about the impact TBF's unique role as a grantmaker
has had on Greater Boston. Time and again, TBF has been ‘there at
the beginning, providing seed capital for innovations in all areas of

community life.
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